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Foreword

This is a tentative study of the gas experience of

} the 26th Division in the Aisne-Marne Campaign during World
War I. This study is not presented as a definitive and

official history, but is reproduced for current reference

use within the Military Establishment pending the publica-

tion of an approved history.
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The author was assisted in his research by Mr. Walter

Oe Muuller and Mrs. Charlotte Boline

Note tn Readers Conments und suggestions relative to
aoouracy and adequacy of treatment are invited, and may be
transmitted to the Chief, U.S, Army Chemical Corps Historical
Orfice, Army Chenmical Center, Maryland.
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THE 26TH DIVISION IN THE AISNE-MARNE OFRFENSIVE

JULY 1918

At the Turn of the Tide

By 31 May 1918, after advancing for five days, the German Seventh Army
had lost its forward drive. In a surprise breakthrough, it had reached the
Marne. That day the Germans turned their efforts to a westward expanzion
of the bulge, down the valley between the Ourcq and the Marne tcwards Paris.
Petain's reserves, including the 2nd Anerican Division, checked the spent
and overextended German forces, and through the month of June tne enemy
sought to consolidate the terrain he had won.

This breakthrough, which ludendorff had plannsd as a diversion for his
principal effort against the British in Flanders, was to be followed in mid-
July by another diversionary assault on either side of Reims, preparatory to
a final assault on the British center at Hazebrouck. On 15 July, the German

First and Third Armies to the east of Reims were to drive towards Chalons

{(£9e¢ Map No. 1 and Overlay), while the Seventh Army crossed the Marne near
Dormans and converged with the main advance towards Epernay. Paris was to
be taken from the east, rather than through the valley of the Marne. Luden-
dorff's main attack in Flunders was to follow on 20 July, when the artillery
and airoraft used to launch the Reims attack had been transported north.

The attgck on the lsth‘on eithsr sida of Roimz was the last German uf-

fensive on the western front. The great Freuch snd Amecican artillery

counter-preparation just before the Germen advaince, followad by the Allied !@!
Na - ..::-\.‘
counterattack on July 18 against the flank of the German Seventh Army, so <
SO

Jeopardized tho Germen situation that Ludendorff was compelled to postpone e
-.':
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and then abandon his whole plan for final victory. The ebb had begun.

L INURN

. f
.{ 4 :".‘

»
Iy
.

Degoutte's "Study for a Renewal of the Offensive by the VIth Army," in

»

which the 26th Division was to have a part, foresaw that an Allied actack

l("l".‘.'

on the l2-kilometer fron®t between the'Ourcq and Clignon rivers was possible

" o 8

with his present limited means if the enemy were to weaken or to "distend"

~
2

Liimself elsewhere. There were three divisions with part of a fourth in the

54

line on 8 July, the date of his study, but he wouid soon have seven divis-

AL
.

‘3 -‘.‘J: '.'

)

fons a% his disposal, four in the line and three in reserve, with possibly

one or two American divisions avallable later.1

Applying the lesson taught by the German artillery in the breakthrough
between the Oise and the Somme in March, the French artillery, said Degoutte,
would open the 5ttaok with an intense but brief preparation, with intensive
use of gas shells on enemy battery positions. ﬁith his Army artillery, he
would have thirteen battalions of 1558 on his front, "to more completely
neutralize enemy artillery. Tnis neutralization will be made as much as
possible with gas 3522133'2 Yot, when tho time for the attack came, the
French ordered no artille}y preparation whatever, in order to achieve maxi-

mum sux‘priae.‘s Later, with the recovery of the enemy from the surprise

1
Actually, he was to have seven divisions, ircluding the American 4th and

26th, in the first line for the attack and one in reserve, with the American
28th, 32nd, and 42nd made available later. .

G-3, Hq VIth Army, 8tudy for Renewal of Offensive by the VIth Army, 8
Jul (26th Div Box 12, 31.2). See also G-3 study, Armies of the North and
Northeast, Tactical Lessons Drawn from Operations betweea the Clse and the
Somme, 6 Jun (tr at GHQ AEF, 14 Jun) (ibid., 31.7).

3
Order 81, French 167th Division, 17 Jul (26th Div Box 19, 32.11, 167th

Div).
_2“
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counterattack, the Freach fouad it necessary to use considesrable gas on their
front in order to advance.
In the greal Allied counterattack, Degoutte's Frsnch Sixth Army played

\

\ .
a subsidiary role to lanzin®s Tenth, and in Degzoutte's Army the role of the

\,
N

26th Division, in a pivotal position, was reiatively inconspicuous. Never~
~
~— I
theless, !n its week of fighting, the 26th Division edvanced seventeer kilo-
meters, tge first real advance made by an American division as a unit in

World War I. Unlike the French divisiors on its flanks, the 28th Division

made that advance without the advantage of gas. Its gas casualties, on the
other hand, were all out of proportion to those suffered by the French divi-
sions. . I
The emphasis in this report is almost equally divided betwsen the gas
experience of thevdivision in the two weeks prior to its advance and, partly

as a result of that experience, its reaction to gas during the advanceo

In the Pas Fini Sector

On 4 July, six days after being relieved in the Boucq sector, in the
Woevrs, the 26th Livision arrived in the Pas Fini ("Unfinished") sector,

near Chateau Thierry. It had been ordered to relieve the exhausted 2nd

v

1%:'). gy

Division, which for thirty-five days had fought across a kilometer of ground

against the Germen forces on the Paris-Yetz road. Coming up to the left of \,4:‘,
. ‘ - . ‘ -\ '.\ ;.:,"‘

the zector wore the 103rd and 104th Regiments, 52nd Brigade, under Brig. Gen. ::;bxﬁ
" BN N,

. . I DN

Crarles Ho Cole; to the right were the 102nd and 10lst Regiments, b5lst Br1g~ | W A
l~ g

ade (in that order from left to right), under Brig. Gen. George H. Sholtonn f

4
"",'
»

AT
The 5lst FA Brigade was under Brig. Gen. Dwight E. Aultman, and ¥aj. Gen. N
.:,:,}}

Clarence R, Edwards commanded the division. SANAA
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The relief began that day with elements of the 52nd Brigade replacing

,
L'
‘l
.
e

Fh

the 4th Brigade (karine) in the left sector. The next dey further relief

«
¢

..
WY

was postponed when information was received that a large scale Geruan attack
was about to be made somewhere between Roims and Chateau ThierryJ4 Until the

attack actually began. on either side of Reims ten days iater, it was believed
the enemy advance would be made down the Marne valliey. The relief was not to
be resumed until 7 July, and was completed on the nignt of 8-3 July;5

On 5 July, as the 52nd Brigads took over the left side of the lina.

the German units opposite were two regiments of the 4th Ersatz Division,

between Bussiares and Belleau, completing the relief of the 5th Guard Division

that day and taking over a sector of the 87th Division; the 87th Division,

between Belleau and Bourecches; elements of the 28th Division, betwaan'

Bouresches and Vaux, soon to withdraw; and a regiment of the 20lst Division,

encircling Vaux (Maps No. 2 and 3)06 The 5th G.ard Divisioa was completely

used up. It was to be reportsd on 12 July as no longer capable cf battle.

The 4th Ersatz and 87th Divisions were still fully capeble of fighting in

positional warfare but bad)ly in need of rest and retraining. All but one

Jnl 0, 2nd Div, 4 Jul; War Diary, 2nd Div, 5 Jul.

5

S0 3391, VIth Army. 2 Jul. and GO 545, 3rd Fr C. 2 Jul (<6th Div Bo 22,
3207. Fr orders) ordered the piecemea! reliet of the Marine brigade and 1its
arty support between 4--7 Jul, that of the 3rd Brig and its arty between 7 -9
Jul. GO 2403, VIth A, 3 Jul, ordered immed:ate aiert dispositions and aliert
exercises in preparation for the attack. Cf. FO 48, #éin Div, 16C0. 5 Jul
(26th Div Box 13, 32.1).

6 :
SOI 86, 2nd Div, 4-5 Jul.
- 4
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regiment of the 20lst Division was battle-worthyo7

To the left of the 26th Division was the French 167th Division, which, |
% with the 26th, made up the American lst Corps. To the right was tnae French

49th Division, XXXVIIIth French Corps.

to make a reconna‘ssance for the 26th Division, was left in no doubt that

an awful fight had gone on in those woodss trees all shot to pieces,
foliage destroyed, clothing, rifles, mess kits, ammunition, even uachine
guns, both American and German, strewn everywhere. And then the dead of
both sides. Sometimes two opponents were almost in a death grapplecc..
There were two Germens in a little firing-pit...both in the same posture
and both sighting their riflus held at the same position. In a little clear-
ing was a group of eight of our boys, apparently a squad who had charged a
boohs machine gun whea it got them all....

i . A captain of engineers, going up to Belleau Wood with infantry officers
:
>
-
3

We made a thorough recomnaissance of the woods and studied the hasty
intrenchments, machine~-gun positions, and advanced posta. On the left we saw
2 a shallow trench extsuding through a wheat-field. In that trench were men
. lying down in the hot sun. They ocould hardly move without exposure to hostile
fire. No one could get to them except at nighte. Every morning at three
ofclock a detail orawled out with a cold meal of *Willy* and hardtack and one
canteen of water for the daycss. o

In a clearing on the other side of the woods, in front of Boureschesti7
we were startled to find ourselves surrcunded by hunsi There must have been
twenty there, ell dead, some sprawling on the ground, others hanging in trees
or on the wires, where our shells had probably blown them.

"
VIII Corps (Schoeler) Strength Report, 12 Jul (7th Army WDtA, 29 Jun-8
Aug, pp. 6-7 / German Files Box 80 /). For intel ofT__x?th and 20lst Divs, see
26th Div Box T1, 22.2. ‘ - T
On 21 Jul, the 26th Div crossed the 87th Div sector into that of the
201lst Div (see Map No. 2), and on 22 Jul was astride the sector line at Epieds
betweer the 201lst Div and 10th Laudwehr Div. That day, the 22nd, the 23rd Div
h at Sergy (like the 10th Ldw, 1t was in Corps Kathen! was brought down to sup-
port the 10th Ldw, Its 108th Saxon Regt moving to the vicinity of Lu Logette
Maison (23rd Div WD, 227 Jul / Zard Div WDkA, fol I, Germen Files Box 174 _/;
Corps Kathen Opns 0 3208, 32T5, 20 Jul /Box 161 7).

8

Carroll J. Swan (Cc D, 10lst Eng), My Company (Bostons Houghton Mifflin
1918. 263 pp)o PPe 165=168. ’
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For five days after the arrival of the 26th Division, lts headquarters

and 5lst Brigade remained in the second or Army defense position, with its

ft AT ATEEERA WA T G A SEWERE P

52nd Brigade in the front line and first position under the command of the

2nd Division (Map No. 4). Detailed Corps orders and instructions were issued
daily on the maintenance of the alert and counter-offensive preparations.

One order made the 26th Division responsible for blowing the Marne bridzes

- mos o m sl me

in the event of a breakthrough.g On 7 July and again on 13 July higher head-

quarters issued special warnings that the expected attack was imminent, but

\
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on the front the enemy appeared only to be organizing defensive positions in

- -

depth, stiinging accordian wire and double barbed wire, and constructing new
machine gun and rifle positions.lo On the American side, all troops were |

similarly engaged in constructing or strengthening machine gun emplacements,

200 2 e o s oo =
RIS SN LPLIAFAI

wire entanglements, and firing trenches, particularly around the rescently won -

Bois de Belleau and village of Vaux. And daily the artillery on both sides

—— . e -

put down fire on targets of opportunity.

g

FO 4, 1st C, 7 Jul (lst C Box 15); ltr CofS 26th Div to CO 102nd Inf,

2230, 7 Jul, subs Employment of troops on Position 2 (26th Div Box 19, 32.14).

The detailed plans for defense of the lst and 2nd positions, as part of
VIth Army's mission to resist a orossing of the Marne, are in FO 6, lst C, 8
Jul. §ee Corps instruotions in 26th Div Box 16 and Box 19, 32.15.

On 8 Jul, Opns 0 4, lst C Arty, saids “Certain batternes, whose zone of
action is beyond 1000 meters from our line of outposts, will be required to
fire 70% gas shell." | |

On 16 Jul, Opns O 6, lst C Arty, saids "It is recommended that a large j
propcrtion of gas be employed in the neutralization of the enemy batteries.

Division and Artillery Commanders will submit to these headquarters as soon 1
l

a8 possible an estimate of the number of zas shells needed...."™ No such
estimates have been found. (Opns O in lst C Box 36, 60.11, Rpt of Opns, and
in lst C Box 38, 60.32).

pa)

G0Is for the period, and G=2 lst C Rpt, Resume of Stuiy of Enemy's Sector
Opposite 1lst C from June lst to July 15th (26th Div Box 32, 31.5).

Al SAAANAAREE AUSARNINY ST ~ 20

-6 -
BA i S
T G Tl TS A A A RSO TRIEE Ak e S Se JAT SRR s e mencg St JU0 TR0 IN0 e Y al Srte S " e et~ eb T TSI S P

. . . . .Y . R e, . AR AN R S T e A S PN A e
E.-_' AR RS R A AR RN o R O N R A i B R St SRR N ,\-",“.'_:-. ,-"'-"v-'*ﬁ




PRI e P F AR | A R e e T i e A s SR AR/ RILIRE [ A R SRR 1, SR R I T TRy

P ON d¥W

9ZE "t roQ Ag LI
" e Renap pue wanyg m vy
$Ap a0 24407y VO PI3teg o

Muwsdina tem waryng
=T Wwm aof Ajaeyy puw
sy 296 haayy Waeeyagq $36peag

3avyy pue Suoyyitod
Wt puT 1 Suimeus ewyy

€ £ ¥ .

davd XN\V3IW

* .%lro e 8 s2rnesng OF& (]

—— e 4 e o w . eemmm e A = w s - —— . W e w = e —— . B T RS e v v eV TSI Y TV P e R W €Y e €V




A s, e
Pl

{7y

-~

Amid the deily hostile HE fire, 350 mustard shells were fired into the

RN

Bois de la Marette and 200 mixed gas and I'E shells just east of Tuilerie de

R

AR
A,.‘ -

Triangle on the night of 4-5 July, resulting in more than 120 gas casualties

in the 2nd Division. There was further gas shelling on the 5th, and during

RS

>

A S TS

the night of the 6th almost 500 gas shells fell on the 2nd Division front,
principally around Monnoaui and Bourbelin, with 50 or more gas: casualties.
On the night of the 7th, approximately 650 gas shells were fired into the
Bois de la Marette and Bois de Belieau, with 8 casualties reporied by the

11

2nd Division. There is no record of 26th Division HE or gas casualties

(]
>

before 9 July when, taking over command of the sector, the division began

5.
.
A

')

to issue its own Summaries of Intelligence and Daily Operations Reports.l2

o 3

N>

In the five~day period between the evening of 9 July and the evening

XX

)

of 14 July, when the German offensive opened with a demonstration on the

o

26th Division front, the records indicate that approximately 10,350 rounds
of HE fell in the 52nd Brigade sector, resulting in 14 killed and 84 wounded.
In the same period, a total of 11,350 HE shells fell in the 5lst 3rigade

sector, resulting in 11 killed and 48 wounded in that brigade, and 2 killed

11

S0I 86, 88, 89, 2nd Div, 4-8 Jul; Jnl O, 2nd Div, 5-8 Jul. These atks
have been previously reported in the 2nd Div study.

12

et WDOEARRE AR RFEE:

“Records previous to July 10, 1918 are so incomplete that a daily classi=

fication can not be given" (Ltr DGO to C CWS, 20 Jan 19, Rpt on Gas Activities f?
[ "26th Div Box 248 /). . N
As the 26th Div assumed command, hq of the 103rd Inf was set up at La PJ

Voie du Chatel, the 104th at Maison Blanche, and the 52nd Brig at La Loge -
Ferme; the 102rnd Inf was at Coupru, the 10l Inf and all three regtl hqs of the !!
FA at Les Alnois Bontemps. The 5lst Brig was at Domptin and the S5lst FA Brig S
and Div Hq, at Marigny, moved up that day to Genevrois Ferme. T..e 10lst ®ng <
were in the Bois de La Croisette. (DOR, 8-9 Jul). R
-

[
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and 13 wounded in tne 10lst Engi.neers.":3

-
Y 'o:l_\:‘ 5 %

P

Although the enemy fired some gas on each of those five days, it m%j
reportedly produced little effect. On the 1l0th, "La Voie du Chatel received Ezis
an intense burst of shells...at 16300 o'clock, ZT%erblue cross gas shells ggg
being used in the bombardment," with 25 gas rounds on an unidentified target Rf;
and 20 on the Bois de la Marette that evening, all without causing any casual- E%g
ties. !4 Approximately 50 rounds of gas were put on Vaux and the Bois de la ﬁii
Roche on the night of 11«12 July, and again on Vaux and the ravine between %;3
Vaux and Monneaux on the evening of the 12th. On the night of 13-14 July, ::ii
50 gas shells fell on Triangle Ferme and Bois de Triangle and 25 more in the bugf

e

‘Bois de Belleau.}® That same night between 7320 pems and 5345 aem., the

102nd FA of the 26th Division fired 130 No. 5 (phosgens) shells into the

‘s '.fi“.;i i~

N

Bois des Rochets.>8 el
Only 3 gas casualties resulting from about 270 gas shells, were reported ﬁ;‘

by the division for the five-day period. Division Surgeon records, however, Sij
. PSS

show 46 gas casgualties during that period.-while an actual count of the hospi-

L
AT N

.-L“A:L_‘..L

tal admission lists reveals 57 gas casualties between 10-14 July.:’ Fﬂi
':'2
I3 o
SOI 87-91, 26th Div, 9-14 Jul (26th Div Box 8, 20.1); DOR, 26th Div, BN
914 Jul (Box 24, 33.1). , , _ -‘a;]
14 -
SOI 87, 88, 9-11 Jul; DOR, 9-10 Jul. e
15
SOI 89, 90, 11-13 Jul.
16

Opns Rpt 101, 6lst FA Brig, 14 Jul (26th Div Box 59). This is the only
record of this gas mission. 26th Div arty fired 7703 rounds of HE that same day.

17
DOR, 9-14 Jul; chart, Med Deyt (26th Div) Box 3593, 704 Casualties; admis-
sion lists, Med Dept (26th Div) Box 3616.
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It appears just as well that there were no sericus yas attacks during b{ﬁ

I.‘ 'J

Y-S

the period, for some of the troops in the 26th Division arrived in the sec- w
N

tor without gas masks, having lost them emnroute. As the gas officer of the :ﬁjﬂ
R

e

102rd Infantry reportei on the 7ths "“Am badly off for S.B.R.'s kamall box :;{:
Catd

. respirators /. Men have losted / sic /them in large numbers. So far I've e
had 48 cases reported but understand that there were more....No reserve lzﬁ
e v

)

stocks lefteossI*1l try and get them from Division that we relieve but they ,3:4
S

may not want to do so. A supply of 100 would just about fix me up until §}4
l|

. oo

the ~==== fools move againo"le After investigating this report, the Division {{;
o , o

Gas Officer notified General Edwardss "“The same fault that has been noticed fii
ASA]

. I’< ‘-1

on previous moves was noticed during this last move. That is the fact that ,Z;
2

respirators were lost. For example, the 3rd Battalion of the 102nd Infantry :{q
Y

b

called for 25 respirators after they had used up their 5% reserve whenbthey

A
A
[ 2 % P

reached the front line....Each of the Battalions requested Respiratdrs after
19
"

s
LI

w)‘ b
i

the move,.

Almost a week later, when the relief of the 2nd Division had been com-

S
L L A

2

AR
A LT R}

s
1 .
B

pleted and the troops were in the front line positions, the Assistant Division

»
-

v a2

Gas Officer and Divislion Gas Officer, after inspection tours of the infantry

N
and artillery regiments, reported a number of flagrant violations of gas alert },ﬁ
7y
. disoipline involving the gas mask, the most serious occurring in the 10lst e
FM Washburn RGO 102nd Inf to DGO, 7 Jul (26th Div Box 249, fol 1), e
18
Ltr DGO to CG 26th Div, 9 Jul, subs Insp of Gas Disc (ibid., fol b). Ta
In F. P. 8ibley's With the Yankee Division in France (Bostons Little, CoT
Bruwn, 1919), faoing p. 84, 1s a picture taken in April of "General Cole el
52nd Brig_/ lecturing éf%hreed7psoldiers caught without gas masks, Xivray- DR
arvoisin." : .ﬁ'
e
-9 - :f;
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Infaniry. On 11 July and sgain on 13 July, it was found that "orders regard-
ing the wearing of respirators in the *alert! position in the falert' zone
theredf not being obeyed by a large number of men and officers." Fifteen
men were carrying their respirators in the slung position, twenty-four were
wearing their masks at the carry, one had an unauthorized ARS French mas:,
and thirty-one had none at a.ll.20 |

Concerning gas discipline in the division z: large, it would be interos-
ting to know how generally it was understcod before the advance that "ex-
csable gas casualties are ones in which (a) a man was knocked down by the
gas shell, (b) runners who had to go through 1nfec€ed areas or (c¢) instances
where men took off respirators in battle to be able to fight better. The
inexcﬁsable ones are those in which rospiratoraﬂweré adjusted tardily, (d)
taxen off too soon or (e) inexcusably remained in 1nfec£ed areas when not
neoessary."21 |

While the survey and replacement of gas masks was being carried out, it
was reported daily that.“we are improving our positions," with the 1nfantry‘
in the front lines digging shelters and repairing their rifle pits, and the
engineers, with infantry help, butting in from three to six thousand man-
hours each day o'. construction work in the zone of resistance, digging

trenches, putting up camouflage, oonstructing dugouts and command posts,

20 : ‘
Memo Asst DGO to ACofS G=-1, 12 Jul and memo DGO to ACofS G--1, 15 Jul
(ibid., fol 5).

21

Ltr DGO to C CWS, 20 Aug, subs Examples of Good and Bad Gas Disc (26th
Div Box 249, fol 3).
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